SON OF THE SOIL                                133

while addressing a very select gathering in Simla,
"is nowadays riveted on the  Montford Reforms
Scheme.   But to my mind the study and ameliora-
tion of the physical condition of the people of the
country is a necessary prelude to the safe initiation
and ultimate success of the scheme.   A person with
an empty stomach can hardly bestow his thoughts
upon his political status.   Political rights have no
meaning to him who seldom knows what it is to
take two full meals a day.   Yet such, in fact, is the
deplorable condition of the- vast majority of the
Indian masses, who are to exercise their right of vot-
ing in one form or another.   It is preposterous to
expect these men, most of whom find it impossible
to satisfy even their stomach cravings, to make a
correct use of the franchise which will be extended
to them. Since 72 per cent of the population directly,
and 28 per cent indirectly, are dependent on agricul-
ture, its extension and development in all directions
is the only means to fill this gap of food.   Therefore,
with a view to win, over the sympathy and co-opera-
tion of my countrymen, of whom some of the most
distinguished are present among us, to the considera-
tion of one of the most potent factors in the amelio-
ration of the condition of the Indian peasant, I take
the liberty of reading this paper,

" Some eminent Indian economists like the late
Mr. DadabhaiNaoroji, the late Mr. Romesh Chatider
Dutta, and Mr* Digby, have discussed the question
of the poverty of India on pessimistic lines, but I